The Story of Wang Seo-Gae

P

et
o ik

th
e
TAIPEI

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 'fﬂi]

: g e

- 2026 2B REEIE -

(E il EY)

The Gluttons Assemblage

EEEISE

PIAIEZE LINE
EZEERA !



https://maac.io/4ySAf

yE A ER / RS
Date / Time

Y& 151
Venue

BINEEEIE
Notice

2026.6.20 sa.. 19:30
2026.6.24 wed. 19:30

S1ERBENTPO 11 12HESRIF 2
S1LRBENPIO 11 125E4R15 3
Studio 2
Studio 3

Taipei Performing Arts Center

O EBHERA 90 iE » |MPIHIKE

O FIAELIHRIGHEREK

O EHERRILABRERR -

O JEHFES ' X ; Fhias @ BXHERX -
O© ERENIREFRA I Z B -

© Approximately 90 minutes; performed without intermission.

© A post-show talk will follow every performance.

© The use of cameras or recording equipment is strictly prohibited.
© Performed in Mandarin with Korean and English surtitles.

© Program details are subject to change.
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2026 Taiwan International Play Reading Festival —

Play reading is a form of theatrical presentation centered on the play itself. Through
the actors’ vocal interpretation and the audience’s shared imagination, the rhythm
of the language, the emotional texture of the characters, the dramatic structure, and
even the subtle breaths and pauses between roles can be perceived in their most
direct and essential form. Although play reading is often regarded as an early stage in
the theatre-making process, it also possesses independent artistic value and serves
as an important site for cultural exchange and creative dialogue.

The Taiwan International Play Reading Festival (TIPRF) is curated by the Prologue
Center for New Plays and jointly organized with the Taipei Performing Arts Center,
aiming to establish an international exchange platform centered on playwrights
and plays. Each year, the festival focuses on a specific country or cultural region,
exploring the differences and resonances among theatrical traditions and textual
aesthetics through staged readings and cross-cultural interpretation. Here, plays
are not only the starting point of theatrical creation, but also a medium for cultural
exchange through which diverse social experiences and creative perspectives are
reflected, opening up a space for cross-cultural dialogue.

The 2026 TIPRF features Korea as its annual theme. The program is organized into
four main sections: Korea Series, Taiwan Contemporary, Formosa Classics, and
Talks and Forums. The Korea Series presents contemporary Korean plays, offering
insight into recent developments in Korean theatre; Taiwan Contemporary highlights
contemporary Taiwanese playwriting, showcasing a diversity of textual voices;
Formosa Classics revisits important chapters in Taiwan’s theatre history through
representative works by playwright Lin Tuan-chiu; and Talks and Forums extend
the festival's artistic and cultural dialogue through post-show discussions, thematic
lectures, and international forums.

This year’s festival features reciprocal staged readings between Taiwan and Korea:
Taiwanese teams perform Korean plays in Mandarin, while Korean teams present
Taiwanese works in Korean. Through this exchange of perspectives, the plays are
reinterpreted within different cultural contexts and performance traditions, generating
new layers of meaning and understanding. In this process, staged readings become
a vital site for creative exchange and cultural dialogue. Each reading is followed by a
post-show talk, offering audiences the opportunity to engage directly with the artists,
gain deeper insight into the creative context behind the works, and reconsider the
relationship between theatre and society from multiple perspectives.

Looking ahead, the TIPRF will continue to engage with different countries and cultural
regions, gradually expanding to include Southeast Asia, Latin America, and beyond,
positioning Taiwan as an important hub for international play exchange. Through the
intersection of language and culture, the festival presents not only plays, but also
theatre as a space for the exchange of ideas and mutual cultural reflection. In doing
so, it seeks to open up broader international perspectives for Taiwanese theatre,
while allowing the world to encounter Taiwan through its plays.
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Synopsis

In 1953 Japan, a merchant named Wang Seo-Gae (alias Genzo]) travels through
Yokohama carrying a wooden box. Originally intended as a coffin for his late daughter,
the box now holds the remnants of everything he lost at a Manchurian hunting ground
in 1932: his hawk, his wife, and his home. Beneath the veneer of post-war peace,
Wang tracks down the five former Japanese soldiers who participated in the massacre
of his village. Facing perpetrators who have since become professors, officials, or
bedridden elders, he forces them to confront their buried confessions, searching for
the unburied bones of history.

Playwright Kim Do-young employs a cold, stark language to investigate collective
amnesia and the futility of individual revenge. By juxtaposing the victim’s agony
with the perpetrator’s logic of survival, she examines how history is reconstructed
or erased. This powerful work was named Best Play at the Dong-A Theatre Awards
in 2020 and was selected as one of the "Best 7 Plays of the Year” by Korea Theatre
magazine.
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Playwright & Director

Kim Do-young, Playwright

Kim Do-young is a graduate of the Korea National University
of Arts whose work focuses on East Asian history, colonial
experiences, and personal trauma. She is acclaimed for
a poetic and politically critical style that blends high-
symbolism with dialogue-driven narratives. Her original
plays include While Eating a Hamburger, The Story of Wang
Seo-Gae, and Gold Birds, alongside successful adaptations
such as Red Leaves and A Thousand Blues. She has been
honored with several major accolades, including the Dong-A
Theatre Award for Best Play, and is regarded as a writer who
masterfully balances dramatic tension with literary depth.

Lin Chi-sian, Director

Based in Kaohsiung and working between Kaohsiung and
Taipei, Lin Chi-sian is a performing arts practitioner. In 2017,
she founded The Gluttons Assemblage and began presenting
her directorial work. Rooted in collective creation, she
moves fluidly between physical theatre, object theatre, and
other theatrical forms, making her work a catalyst between
audiences and social issues. She excels at using theatre to
reveal often-unseen facets of society, opening pathways to
empathy and understanding through shared experience. In
recent years, guided by the principle of “grounding creativity
and bringing imagination to life,” she has expanded beyond
directing to take on roles including producer, creative
accompany, assistant director, stage manager, project
planner, and technical coordinator across performing arts,
commercial productions, and public-sector projects.

Recent works include: director of Ade’s Magical Journey for
the Kaohsiung City Wind Orchestra; co-creator of On My Way
to Buy Eggs for the Taipei Children's Arts Festival; director
of Bubbly Sunken Place and Chronicle of Exile: Who Am /? of
The Gluttons Assemblage; assistant director of Future World
Hypothesis for Performosa Theatre and executive director of
The Desperado of Longxing 46 for Flying Group Theatre.
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Company

The Gluttons Assemblage

The Gluttons Assemblage is a theatre company that builds an open platform for
creative exchange under the spirit of collaboration and co-creation. Named after
the mythical beast "Taotie" (the Glutton), we "devour” a wide range of themes,
explore diverse forms, create perceptible experiences, and present unconventional
perspectives, all in the hope of opening up new spaces for dialogue.

Founded in 2017 and officially registered in 2019, our initial projects focused primarily
on devising physical theatre. Since 2022, we have opened our platform to collaboration
proposals, working with artists across various fields to produce diverse works closely
tied to social issues. In addition to text-based drama, we frequently employ forms
such as physical theatre and shadow puppetry to explore themes such as the White
Terror, Southeast Asian immigrants, and women’s sexual circumstances.

In addition to theatre performances, we have expanded our reach since 2025 through
workshop series and our 2026 sub-brand, Playful Beast Lab (co-founded with artist
Yun-Chiao Lin). These projects target the public and families to create meaningful
artistic resonance.

Please visit the website to view the company’s works and members:
https://gluttonstheater.com/.

Cast & Creative Team

Playwright | Kim Do-young

Director | Lin Chi-sian

Cast | Wang Yi-cheng, Lin Hsiao-han, Chiu Feng-chang, Chen Ruei-siang, Lai Yi-heng
Director Assistant & Production Assistant | Chien Yu-ting

Sound Designer | Chou Hsuan-hung

Vocal Coach | Star Wu

Play Translator | Chang Hsiu-yung
Translation Editor | Lin Kuan-ting, Wu Cheng-han

Surtitles Translator | Sarah Lyo

Special thanks to Zhu Nai-ying and Li Yu-hsuan.
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Program details are subject to change. Any changes will be posted on the Taipei Performing Arts

Center website. All images are used with the permission of the artists.
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