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© Approximately 75 minutes; performed without intermission.

© A post-show talk will follow every performance.

©) The use of cameras or recording equipment is strictly prohibited.
© Performed in Mandarin with Korean and English surtitles.

© Program details are subject to change.
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WHAT IF THIS HAPPENED?

2026 Taiwan International Play Reading Festival —

Play reading is a form of theatrical presentation centered on the play itself. Through
the actors’ vocal interpretation and the audience’s shared imagination, the rhythm
of the language, the emotional texture of the characters, the dramatic structure, and
even the subtle breaths and pauses between roles can be perceived in their most
direct and essential form. Although play reading is often regarded as an early stage in
the theatre-making process, it also possesses independent artistic value and serves
as an important site for cultural exchange and creative dialogue.

The Taiwan International Play Reading Festival (TIPRF) is curated by the Prologue
Center for New Plays and jointly organized with the Taipei Performing Arts Center,
aiming to establish an international exchange platform centered on playwrights
and plays. Each year, the festival focuses on a specific country or cultural region,
exploring the differences and resonances among theatrical traditions and textual
aesthetics through staged readings and cross-cultural interpretation. Here, plays
are not only the starting point of theatrical creation, but also a medium for cultural
exchange through which diverse social experiences and creative perspectives are
reflected, opening up a space for cross-cultural dialogue.

The 2026 TIPRF features Korea as its annual theme. The program is organized into
four main sections: Korea Series, Taiwan Contemporary, Formosa Classics, and
Talks and Forums. The Korea Series presents contemporary Korean plays, offering
insight into recent developments in Korean theatre; Taiwan Contemporary highlights
contemporary Taiwanese playwriting, showcasing a diversity of textual voices;
Formosa Classics revisits important chapters in Taiwan’s theatre history through
representative works by playwright Lin Tuan-chiu; and Talks and Forums extend
the festival's artistic and cultural dialogue through post-show discussions, thematic
lectures, and international forums.

This year’s festival features reciprocal staged readings between Taiwan and Korea:
Taiwanese teams perform Korean plays in Mandarin, while Korean teams present
Taiwanese works in Korean. Through this exchange of perspectives, the plays are
reinterpreted within different cultural contexts and performance traditions, generating
new layers of meaning and understanding. In this process, staged readings become
a vital site for creative exchange and cultural dialogue. Each reading is followed by a
post-show talk, offering audiences the opportunity to engage directly with the artists,
gain deeper insight into the creative context behind the works, and reconsider the
relationship between theatre and society from multiple perspectives.

Looking ahead, the TIPRF will continue to engage with different countries and cultural
regions, gradually expanding to include Southeast Asia, Latin America, and beyond,
positioning Taiwan as an important hub for international play exchange. Through the
intersection of language and culture, the festival presents not only plays, but also
theatre as a space for the exchange of ideas and mutual cultural reflection. In doing
so, it seeks to open up broader international perspectives for Taiwanese theatre,
while allowing the world to encounter Taiwan through its plays.

TAIPEI THEATRE LAB
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WHAT IF THIS HAPPENED? TAIPEI THEATRE LAB

Synopsis

Walking home from a show, Ong lectures his future brother-in-law, Kan, on the
"necessity” of male supremacy. At home, their partners, Tsiau-ti and Giok-ian lament
the suffocating weight of this dominance. To prove his point, Wang puts on a cruel
display of authority, performing his “superiority” for the others. However, the next
morning, atomic fallout triggers a global gender inversion. Forced into the domestic
drudgery they once mocked, the men must now navigate a world where the women
hold the power—leading both couples to realize that life on the other side is far more
difficult than they imagined.
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Playwright & Director

Lin Tuan-chiu, Playwright

Lin Tuan-chiu, a playwright, stage and film director, and industrialist from Taoyuan, Taiwan.
He graduated from Meiji University with a degree in Political Economy.

During his university years, he joined the campus drama club and simultaneously organized
the "Soyokai” (Double Leaf Society) with local youth in Taoyuan to study drama. Around his
university graduation in 1942, he first entered TOHO Film Company to participate in film
production, and later joined the literary department of Moulin Rouge Shinjuku-za, famous
in Japanese drama history for its "New Comedy Movement,” becoming the first Taiwanese
playwright in the Tokyo theatre scene. After returning to Taiwan in 1943, he served as a
drama instructor for the Taiwan Drama Association and, together with Wang Jing-Quan and
Zhang Wen-Huan, established the "Kosei Drama Research Society,"” directing and producing
plays such as 7he Castrated Rooster and Takasago /nn, ushering in the "Dawn of the
Taiwanese New Drama Movement." After the war, he founded the "Renjuzu” (Human Drama
Troupe) in 1946. Shortly after the performance, he left the arts due to political turmoil and
returned to his hometown to work in mining. In 1957, he established Yufeng Film Company
and built the Hushan Studio, whose scale was unmatched in Taiwan. Yufeng's film production
was rigorous, adopting a non-profit approach to cultivate film talent, which was unique in
the history of Taiwanese cinema. After completing the film Six Suspects in 1965, it was not
released, and he shifted his focus to manufacturing, no longer involving himself in cultural
affairs. He passed away from heart failure in Taipei in 1998.

During his involvement in the drama and film industries from the 1940s to the 1960s,
he continuously created scripts, and in his later years, he returned to his desk to revise
The Castrated Rooster for the third time. The scripts he created throughout his life were
mainly written in Japanese and Taiwanese. Six stage plays and 17 film scripts are currently
preserved and collected in 7he Complete Works of Lin Tuan-Chiu (edited by Shih Wan-shun).

Kim Chen, Director

Kim Chen is a theatre artist and educator based in Taiwan. She
is a Fulbright Scholar who holds Acting MFAs from both Taipei
National University of the Arts and The New School for Drama
in New York. Now she works as the Artistic Director of Taipei
Theatre Lab and Assistant Professor in the Department of
Theatre Arts at TNUA.

As a performer, director, and playwright, Kim’s works have
been presented by major festivals and theatre companies in
Taiwan, and she is known for her flamboyant but soul-driven
style. As an educator, she is the leading authority on the
Michael Chekhov Technique in Taiwan, who also translated
Michael Chekhov’'s book 7o the Actor into Mandarin. Her
teaching and application have expanded across theatre, film
and television, dance, opera, and musical theatre. In 2025, she
co-founded Michael Chekhov Asia and now serves as a core
member, dedicated to building an international platform for
training and exchange.



crownwang
螢光標示
這裡字級跑掉，應該會比較小


+

WHAT IF THIS HAPPENED?

10

Company

Taipei Theatre Lab

Taipei Theatre Lab engages in artistic creation and exchange in the spirit of two main
principles: openness and experimentation. Our work crosses genre and discipline
divides, taking on a spectrum of aesthetic styles while always tackling topics pertinent
to the world we live in. In 2013, Taipei Theatre Lab’s inaugural production Cabaret
de L’'amour received the Yongchen Fringe Award, the grand prize of the Taipei
Fringe Awards. Our sophomore effort, Bitch Cabaret followed in 2016. In 2018, Taipei
Theatre Lab co-created Queer Night, a Taipei Arts Festival commission, with five
other extraordinary groups of Taipei Fringe regulars. Created around the central
theme of “assembly”, the production was nominated for the 17th Taishin Arts Award.
Aside from producing efforts, since its founding, Taipei Theatre Lab has hosted
regular acting workshops on the Michael Chekhov Technique. Over the years, we
have established a platform for training and exchange for performers and artists
through international artist workshops, aiming to bring in new creative energy for the
Taiwanese theatre world.

Cast & Creative Team

Playwright | Lin Tuan-chiu

Director | Kim Chen

Dramaturg | Shih Wan-shun

Cast | YouJen, Wu Pin-fei, Xu Jun-jie, Kuo Te-fu
Wig Artist | Lin Xi

Play Translator | Huang Shu-gian

Korean Surtitles Translator | Im Mi-ju

English Surtitles Translator | Chen Yi-ming

English Surtitles Translation Editor | Johan Amatsakio

TAIPEI THEATRE LAB
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Program details are subject to change. Any changes will be posted on the Taipei Performing Arts

Center website. All images are used with the permission of the artists.
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