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Notice

© Duration is approximately 45 minutes, including the time for
wearing the head-mounted display and the experience. There is no
intermission in this programme.

© Recommended for ages 6 and above.

© To ensure the best experience and integrity of the performance,
late entry will not be permitted after the show begins. We kindly
suggest arriving at least 10 minutes early.

© No refunds or exchanges will be provided for late arrivals or early
departures.

© Baggage Storage: For the requirements of the performance, please
store your personal belongings in the provided lockers before the
show begins. We kindly ask that you arrive at least 10 minutes
early and check with the front desk staff for assistance to ensure a
smooth entry.

© Temperature Inside the Venue: To protect the performance
equipment, the air conditioning will be set to a cooler temperature.
We recommend that audiences bring a light long-sleeved jacket for
comfort during the show.

© A small number of people may experience discomfort such as
dizziness or nausea whilst wearing the head-mounted display.
Please assess your physical condition before deciding to
participate.

© If you experience any discomfort during the experience, please
close your eyes and raise your hand to alert a staff member for
assistance.

© Itis recommended to wear contact lenses to ensure comfort when
wearing the head-mounted display.

© During the performance, as visibility of the external environment
is limited due to the head-mounted display, please follow staff
instructions carefully in case of an emergency.

© Photography, video, and audio recording are strictly prohibited
during the performance. Please switch your mobile phone to flight
mode.

© The organiser reserves the right to make changes to the
programme.
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SENSING DARK MATTER SUWEN-CHI XYILAB

Introduction

% A spectacular immersive experience co-produced by the Taipei Performing Arts
Center, Arts Centre Melbourne (Asia TOPA), SPRING Performing Arts Festival, and
WestK Hong Kong.

% A profound allegory about human perception, exploring the mysterious universe of
dark matter through the bodies of dancers.

% A convergence of art and science, a collision transcending dimensions.

Ninety-five per cent of the universe's existence is invisible to us—dark matter and
dark energy constitute this vast unknown. Dark matter forms a massive invisible
network, its gravity silently shaping the cosmic landscape, perhaps even passing
through our bodies at this very moment, yet remaining untouchable. Artist Su Wenchi
contemplates: if even the most precise scientific instruments struggle to capture dark
matter, can we use our bodies and senses to approach this hidden cosmic force?
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Since her 2016 residency at CERN in Switzerland, the dialogue between art and
science has become central to Su Wenchi's artistic practice. To create Sensing Dark
Matter, she and her YILAB team collaborated with the ARC Centre of Excellence for
Dark Matter Particle Physics at the University of Melbourne, venturing deep into
the Stawell Underground Physics Laboratory, one kilometre beneath the earth. In
this silent realm dedicated to detecting dark matter, the dancer's body becomes a
sensitive "detector,” responding to the atmospheric pressure, humidity, and silent
energy flows within the space.

The team employed 3D scanning and motion capture to transform the underground
caverns, laboratory, detectors, and the dancer’'s nuanced physical vocabulary into
digital particles, manifesting as floating, interweaving stardust in a VR virtual
universe. Through Ambisonics and spatial sound design that guide physical and
mental relaxation, Sensing Dark Matter creates an immersive environment where
audiences can truly "feel” dark matter. Every turn of the head, every breath triggers
subtle sonic changes, as the universe's hidden whispers flow gently like tides around
the ears.

In this age of information explosion and transparent analysis, the artist believes
humans still yearn for existences that cannot be fully explained. Sensing Dark Matter
invites you to dive into this darkness and use your senses to feel the universe's
deepest, most mysterious unknown.



SENSING DARK MATTER
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SUWEN-CHI XYILAB

Artist

Su Wen-Chi /Taiwan

Su Wen-Chi is a choreographer and new media artist who
founded YILAB in 2005, dedicated to the innovative fusion of
technology and performing arts. Since her 2016 residency
at the European Organisation for Nuclear Research (CERN]
in Switzerland, she has embarked on a creative journey
of dialogue between art and science, using "body” and
"matter” as the conceptual foundations for her work,
exploring how cosmic phenomena such as waves, infinity,
and gravity can be transformed into artistic experiences
through the body and technology.

Her representative work W.A.V.E. won the Alternative
Design Gold Award at the 2017 World Stage Design
Exhibition, whilst Black Hole Museum + Body Browser
was selected for the VR section of the 2023 Annecy
International Animation Festival in France. She has
received the Jury's Special Award at the 9th Taishin Arts
Award and collaborated with Swiss brand LA PRAIRIE for
an exhibition at Art Basel Miami Beach in 2021.

Su Wen-Chi continues to employ the body and technology
as media, exploring the possibilities of human
perception in the technological age, whilst closely
integrating contemporary performing arts practice with
interdisciplinary thinking.




SENSING DARK MATTER SUWEN-CHI XYILAB

YILAB

YILAB was founded by SU Wen-Chi in 2005, reimagining the possibilities of
contemporary performing arts through a unique cross-media perspective. The
company embraces a creative philosophy that “no single central medium exists
within a work; rather, it is composed of concepts that appear similar yet collide with
one another.” Within this creative ecosystem, each artist maintains their individual
identity, freely expressing their perspectives whilst collectively exploring the deeper
meaning behind each project’s core themes.
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YILAB's distinctive creative approach lies in its skilful integration of dance, visual
art, and new media art, exploring the multiple relationships between body and
technology in the digital age through fluid forms of expression. The team is dedicated
to developing new artistic vocabularies and aesthetic pathways, whilst providing
audiences with a unique perspective to contemplate the dynamic balance between
technology and humanity.

The company has been invited to perform at major international new media and
performing arts festivals, including Gu-Ling Street International Theatre Festival,
TIFA (Taiwan International Festival of Arts), Taipei Digital Arts Festival, CLAB (Taiwan
Sound Lab), Asian Arts Theatre (South Korea), IRCAM Forum, SCOPITONE, Chroniques:
Biennale of Digital Imagination, Annecy International Animation Festival (France),
Kunstenfestivaldesarts (Belgium), Potsdamer Tanztage (Germany), Kalamata Dance
Festival (Greece), Sparks CERN, La Batie Festival Geneva (Switzerland), Asia TOPA,
and Science Gallery Melbourne (Australia), among others.
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Production Team

Concept, Choreographer: Su Wen-Chi
Dancer: Tien Hsiao-Tzu, Tu Li-Wei

VR Design, VR Program Integration: Hsieh Wen-Yee

Sound Design, Spatial Sound: Wu Ping-Sheng

Scenography: Chang Huei-Ming

Cinematography, Text: Su Wen-Chi

Video Editing and Post-production: Huang Yung-En

Voice: Nicole Bell, Raymond Volkas

Motion Capture: Dept. of Digital Multimedia Design,
China University of Technology / Hsu Yung-Sheng, Chou Chiao-Yun,
Xie Qin-Hua

Scientific Partner: Elisabetta Barberio, Diego Blas
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Technical Coordination: Teng Hsiang-Ting

Stage Manager: Wang Shu-Wei

Scenography Assistant: Chen Wen-Chieh, Chen Chieh-Hsi
Sound Technician: Yen Hsing-Yang, Wen Cheng-Han
Projection Technician: Ding Chang-En

VR Technician: Chen Chi-Hsien

VR Wearable Service: Kuo Nin

Rehearsal Assistant: Wang Ning

Program Materials Layout Design: Tsai Jian-Nan
Pre-Production Execution: Lo Yin-Ru

Executive Producer: Yang Shu-Han

Production: YILAB

Co-production: Asia TOPA, Arts Centre Melbourne, SPRING Performing Arts Festival,
Taipei Performing Arts Center, WestK Hong Kong

In collaboration with ARC Centre of Excellence for Dark Matter Particle Physics,
Science Gallery Melbourne, Stawell Underground Physics Laboratory (SUPL), The
University of Melbourne, National Taiwan Science Education Center
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Intro

One Kilometer Underground: An Adventure in Reconstructing the Senses
Text by Stella Tsai
Photos courtesy of YILAB
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Following her artistic exploration of black holes to reimagine gravity and physics, new
media artist Su Wen-Chi started a three-year research project on dark matter after
meeting scientists dedicated to its study in Australia in 2023. Last year, she returned
to Australia with her team, where they visited the underground dark matter laboratory
and learned about the principles of dark matter from the scientists there, while also
physically perceiving the presence of dark matter. The cinema-like adventure began
as the team donned full safety gear and boarded an off-road vehicle, descending one
kilometer underground into the depths of the earth.

Interviewees | Creative Team of Sensing Dark Matter
Concept, Choreographer: Su Wen-Chi

Dancer: Tien Hsiao-Tzu

VR Design: Hsieh Wen-Yee

Scenography: Chang Huei-Ming

Sound Design: Wu Ping-Sheng

Click to view more w
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SENSING DARK MATTER SUWEN-CHI XYILAB

Intro

A Belief Demanded beyond Comprehension: An Inquiry into Dark Matter
by Su Wen-Chi
Text: pupulin
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“We do not know what dark matter really is, but one thing is for certain - without it,
we would not even exist."”

Click to view more “

A Return to Matter and Affect: Bodily Perception in Sensing Dark Matter
Text by Chiu Chih-Yung, Professor at the Graduate Institute of Art and Technology and
Associate Dean of the College of Arts, National Tsing Hua University

“In an underground laboratory, in a self-isolating atmosphere, we attempt to connect
to this invisible—yet real—matter, inviting the body to experience sensations beyond
our senses.”

-- Su Wen-Chi, Sensing Dark Matter

Click to view more w
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