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The 8 Immortals of PengLai: “ZhongLi of Han"
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2022.7.02 sat. 14:30
2022.7.02 sat.  19:30
2022.7.03 sun. 14:30

KEIFE Grand Theatre

O EiBZERA 170 9EE - SPIHIRE 20 DEE
O EFEEH > PENFR -

© 170 minutes with 20 minutes intermission.
© In Taiwanese, with Mandarin and English surtitles.
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THE 8 IMMORTALS OF PENGLAI: “ZHONGLI OF HAN”
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Introduction

500 years of causal reincarnation, flipping the role of a mentor?

Ming Hwa Yuan Arts & Cultural Group
The 8 Immortals of PengLai: “ZhongLi of Han"”

Carrying his famed Green Dragon Sword, Imperial Lord DongHua join other celestial deities like the
28 Constellations and Fairy Magu to name a few, all dolled up to attend Queen Mother of the West’s
Birthday celebration. Master Confucius turns up and passes Jade Emperor’'s decree to DongHua,
instructing him to proceed to PenglLai. But DongHua refuses to comply with becoming the 2nd
Immortal on the fairy island.

DongHua, as the highest amongst ten thousand divine beings, regarded himself too sophisticated for
the PenglLai assignment. However, Confucius stated that it is an inevitable trial that he can’t avoid,
even the Jade Emperor had undergone 1750 trials to reach his status. While arguing, it was revealed
that the decree had a hidden message on its back that reads “Get a replacement; ZhongLi, a great
candidate. You decide to be the second or the fifth; Role reversal between mentor and student.”

During the 3rd year of Emperor Liu Hong's reign, Nalisu of West Qiang declares independence from
the Empire. This prompted Emperor Liu Hong's wrath in the form of Han’s army led by ZhongLi Quan,
accompanied by Prince Liu Qin as his second in command. ZhongLi Quan is a competent commander
and gaining on Nalisu rebel army; unfortunately, the same can’t be said of the Prince who ended
up needing ZhongLi’s rescue. DongHua and Confucius saw the battles from afar and realize Jade
Emperor has already hinted at a possible replacement in ZhongLi Quan. DongHua follows ZhongLi
closely and tries every means possible in convincing him to PengLai instead.

Han’s army set up camp outside of Leaping Deer Creek, during ZhongLi’s evening walk, he stumbles
upon a pack of wolves trying to attack Mint Whitedeer. Fending off the wolves with his sword and
saving Mint led to the romance between man and fairy. When Prince Liu Qin fell prey to Miwuguai’s
seduction trap, the Emperor rush to the frontline and condemn the Prince. The Emperor also took
the opportunity to marry off the Princess to ZhongLi Quan, who is now torn between his heart and his
duty.

Miwuguai was again successful with her seductive trap, this time Emperor Liu Hong himself was
caught. ZhongLi Quan spearheaded a rescue mission and clash directly with West Qiang’s forces.
Beseeched by his daughter, Mr. Whitedeer, who had already been enlisted to be amongst the
immortal, came to the rescue of the Emperor. Instead of repaying its kind deed, the Emperor’s
twisted belief in the longevity properties of eating White Deer resulted in his order to slaughter
Mr. Whitedeer and became the main ingredient in a venison banquet. When ZhongLi Quan refuses
to participate in the gluttonous monstrosity, the Emperor decide to cook him too, adding him to
the menu. Disappointed by the darker side of humanity, ZhongLi Quan borrowed the Green Dragon
Sword from Imperial Lord DongHua and executed the tyrannical emperor and his minions. Under the
longing gaze of Mint Whitedeer, ZhongLi Quan leaves the mortal realm and ascends to be amongst
the immortal of PengLai.

MING HWA YUAN ARTS & CULTURAL GROUP
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Ming Hwa Yuan Arts & Cultural Group

With 5 main character groups, will travel to 5 continents.
Ming Hwa Yuan Arts & Cultural Group turns over a new leaf for oriental theatre.

In western fable, children fell under the spell of Pied the Piper’s enchanted flute and follow
him wherever he leads. In Taiwan, there also a group with equally enchanting performance but
utilises the magic of the stage in captivating 23million audiences; Ming Hwa Yuan is the name.

Established in 1929, Ming Hwa Yuan was originally named Ming Hwa Troupe. The founder,
Chen Ming-Chi added the word “Yuan” behind “Ming Hwa” later on as a symbol of growth
and development into a group or grand troupe; it also carries with it the meaning of “a great
family”. Almost the entire immediate and extended family members directly involved in
GeZaiXi (Taiwanese Opera) performances and production, becoming a unique group in Taiwan’s
performance arts scene.

Ming Hwa Yuan had gone through the turbulence of GeZaiXi development, from infancy,
soaring popularity and decline. Under the stewardship of 2nd Generation Troupe Leader, Chen
Sheng-Fu, Ming Hwa Yuan was able to consolidate as a family and successfully turn this sunset
industry around. Ming Hwa Yuan commands a following of audiences wherever it performs,
very much like the fabled Pied the Piper. Not only did Ming Hwa Yuan reclaim its audience
base, it also elevated GeZaiXi to new artistic heights.

Ming Hwa Yuan’s performances exude a sense of magical surrealism, yet it also contains clear
moral messages embedded within its plots and embodies pursue of traditional aesthetic. They
are successful fusion of folk-arts, drama, poetry, music, dance, acrobatics, visual arts and
theatre technique, expanding the boundaries of traditional art form with the goal of creating
“Musical of the Orient’.

Guided by the notion of “with 5 main character groups, will travel to 5 continents”, Ming
Hwa Yuan performed in diverse venues that range from indoor theatre to temple festivals,
department stores and construction sites. Ming Hwa Yuan’s footprint can be found in every
nook and corner of Taiwan. The group also work hard to promote the indigenous art form in
England, France, Germany, Netherland, Austria, Romania, USA, Canada, Japan, South East
Asia, Mainland China and Africa; striving to break down language and cultural barrier, shining
a spot light on Taiwan’s GeZaiXi in international stage.

MING HWA YUAN ARTS & CULTURAL GROUP
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Profile

Artistic Director: Chen Sheng-Fu (Taiwan)

The qualities he pursues for Ming Hwa Yuan are refinement, constant
Innovation while forwarding the reputation of the group as Musical of the
Orient. Chen Sheng-Fu incorporates modern stage effects, immersive
staging techniques and seamless scenes transition into various
productions. He is also responsible for the successful promotion of
Taiwan’s traditional theatre and Ming Hwa Yuan globally.

Playwright and Director: Chen Sheng-Kuo (Taiwan)

He produced no less than 300 outdoor GeZaiXi plays through verbal script
instructions and another 40 plus plays that had been refined for theatre
performance since 1971. In 1973, he won Best Actor in Southern-Region
for his work in “Lu Wen-Long”. From 1982, his works, “Father and Son”,
“JiGong- the Living Buddha” and “Liu Chuan, the Melon Ambassador to
Hell” won best playwright and best director for 3 consecutive years of
theatre competitions. Playwright winner of 20th National Awards of Art,
2018.

Producer and Main Performer: Chen Chao-Hsien (Taiwan)

Troupe leader of the children theatre, Feng Shen Bao Bao Troupe. Having
being raised in theatre family, she had been exposed to folk dance and
ballet training since childhood. Her trademark style is a fusion of traditional
theatre and dancing movement unique to her generation. She founded Feng
Shen Bao Bao Troupe in 2012, leading the next generation of Taiwanese
young performers in advancing the traditional art form.

MING HWA YUAN ARTS & CULTURAL GROUP

Photo by Hsu Chin-Min

Photo by Hsu Chin-Min

Photo by Hsu Chin-Min
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Production Team

Artistic Director: Chen Sheng-Fu
Playwright and Director: Chen Sheng-Kuo
Producer: Chen Chao-Hsien

Executive Producer: Kuag Chia-Ju

Music Designer: Chuang Chia-Yu, Lyu Guan-Yi
Martial Arts Director: Dai Li-Wu

Posture Consultant: Ju An-Li

Dance Choreography: Wang Ai-Tien

Stage Designer: Wu Ming-Syuan

Lighting Designer: Chen Way-An

Imagery Designer: Ethan Wang

Costume Designer: Lin Shi-Chang

Stage Technical Director: Pai Cheng-Wei
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Audio Technical Director: Chen Jun-Cheng
Costume Manager: Yang Hong-Hao

Cast:

ZhongLi Quan / Sun Tsui-Feng
ZhongLi Quan / Chen Chao-Hsien
Mint Whitedeer / Chen Chao-Ting
Imperial Lord DongHua / Li Yu-Chen
Confucius / Zhang Min-Jun
Emperor Liu Hong / Chen Tzu-Hao
Miwugui / Chen Ling

Prince Liu Qin / Wu Mi-Na

Jane Whitedeer / Chiang Wan-|
Mr. Whitedeer / Chiu Ming-Chang
Fairy Magu / Huang Hsiao-Yuan
Zhang Gai / Wang Chieh-ling

Zhuo Chang / Chen Yan-Ming
Nalisu / Ko Chin-Lung

Jiang Qi / Chou Yu-Kuan

Imperial Lord XuanWu / Liu Uan-I
White Crane / Chou Huai-An

MING HWA YUAN ARTS & CULTURAL GROUP
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Production Team

Princess Liu Fei / Ho Tsai-Jie
Hamletgun/ Lin Shao-Chun
And Performers of Ming Hwa Yuan Arts & Cultural Group

Orchestra:

Conductor: Chuang Chia-Yu

Hugin: Jiang Min-Rui, Ku Yu-Hsuan
Dizi: Lian Man-Ting,Chiang Chien-Hsing
Dizi, Suona: Xiao Ting-Yu

Dizi ,Xiao, Suona: Chien Ching-Ju
Yanggin: Liao Li-Yueh

Sanxian, Yueqin: Huang Ke-Jia

Cello: Tang Hou-Ming

Lead Traditional Percussion: Ho Ting-Hao
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Percussionist: Sun Feng-E, Lin Hsi-Chuan, Huang Xuan-Zu
Timpani, Percussion: Su Huang-Ren

MING HWA YUAN ARTS & CULTURAL GROUP



I

SHT

/i

FHFEAL h &k = RSN
Organizer D & b Advisor
TAIPEI

PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

i

=N
=

o |
TAIPE! £:4°75%T

EMEMUGEHEATEN 2N - SRR REZSILXRER
e OARIE A S - AR AI9HEHEAIREER -

The organizer reserves the right to make changes to the event
program. Changes will be announced on the website of Taipei
Performing Arts Center. All photos are authorized by the artists.

www.tpac-taipei.org



