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© 145 minutes with 20 minutes intermission.
O In Mandarin and Taiwanese with Mandarin surtitles.
© The age guidance for this production is above 6.
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Words from Director

“Singing and singing, | find traces of life in the melodies. They always wait for us to revisit them.”

Outside the platform of Jiantan station and on the crowded street beamed with radiant and glaring florescent signs
stands a futuristic building structured by a gigantic globe and a monumental square. The clash between the building’s
stark silver-gray luster and its multi-colored surroundings makes it impossible to ignore. It simply catches everyone’s
eye balls. However, every time | stand on the platform and watch those changes, | feel a surge of energy, beneath the
seemingly cold appearance, waiting to explode. As a new-born baby, it is waiting to reflect this brightly colored city with
its silver-gray look and cover brilliant and remarkable stories happening here.

I've participated in Taipei Performing Arts Center’s Musical Talent Incubation Project as an assistant instructor since
2016. In 2019, | was in charge of this project, responsible for planning an intensive course lasted 4 to 5 weeks for
students engaged in musical performance and directing, endeavoring to help them enhance their creative capacity.

With the last 6 year’s construction of the main building in Shilin, Taipei Performing Arts Center has been gathering
the energy of musical productions and continuing to cultivate musical talents. While planning the construction of the
facilities, Taipei Performing Arts Center also concentrates on talents and content development, clearly mapping out the
blueprint for Taiwan’s performing arts: a Taiwan-oriented cultural and creative performing center that will carry the
energy of this city to head for the future.

In term of the trial operation, VMTheatre certainly won’t be absent from this significant event, bringing The Last Night
of Beauty Karaoke to the audience. It's a story about a woman, who was abandoned by her husband during the period of
Taiwan’s economic boom.

Chen Li-Ching, the woman who is about the end her life when suddenly losing her focus of life, walks toward the shore
of Keeling Port. Preparing to jump into the water, she turns her head to see the city one last time. At that moment, she
feels the radiance and vitality of this international port. The vivacity permeating the air changed her completely. She
found “herself,” and hope and value in life. At the port, she says to herself (in Taiwanese), “If Chen Li-Ching didn’t die, |
will launch the most glorious shop, a shop of my own. | won’t rely on men anymore. | stand up. | make up my own mind.
I earn my own living.” A woman, during this booming era, was dressed in the new look of a new-generation Taiwanese
woman——1| stand up. | make up my own mind. | earn my own living.

Thanks to flourishing Keelung Port, Beauty Karaoke has enjoyed its prime for quite a while. Chen Li-Ching has spent
great years here meeting many lives through songs, laughter and liquor, becoming the “pillar” of this small shop.
However, time does not stop for her or anyone, it just keeps moving. She thought the Karaoke shop could be the shelter
protecting the sisters and herself, however no one could expect that the decline of Keelung Port also carries off the
flourish of Beauty Karaoke. The karaoke shops by the port have been closed one by one. The prosperous years still come
to the end because of urban renewal.

At the last night of Beauty Karaoke, with the sound of rain growing larger and larger, the sense of defeat Li-Ching feels
also grows bigger and bigger. Suddenly, with the creaking sound of the door, a stranger walks into the karaoke shop to
look for a lost moment in life. Together they sing the last song. The music plays, and all sorts of emotions and feelings
pervade the space. Li-Ching finally understands that the affectionate sentiments inside this tiny space never fade away.
They exist in the melodies of those songs, and will never come to an end.

The stories do not end, either. At the theatre space of Taipei Performing Arts Center, time writes down each touching
tunes of Chen Li-Ching. They are the stories about you and I. Like the melodies carved in our life, the stories always wait
for us to revisit them.

Director /

Tseng Hui-Cheng

VMTHEATRE COMPANY
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Introduction

Chen Li-Ching, the owner of the Beauty Karaoke, has been living by the port for over forty
years.

She has seen sexy ladies spend their youth here, sailors who cannot get over the past
relationship and wait for the lost love forever, and of course, the most prosperous days of the
Keelung Port. Full-loaded freighters have arrived, unloaded, and then departed. Bridge crane
operators can’t stop cursing while working but all the time, think of their lovers onshore.

When the past becomes the past, only hawks left here spiral around. She suddenly recalls her
past, forty years ago, when she was in full bloom and spent her time dancing and singing with
customers. Now, however, it’s time for curtain call and the last night of the Beauty Karaoke.
With a full glass of wine, she wants to request a song for herself, and also, for her own life.

This is a love song of the times written for the Keelung Port, portraying those stories buried
in the ashes of the times and the port where they have spent their youth and will always
remember.

VMTheatre Company

VMTheatre Company, founded in 2007, is based on
the performance concepts and creative structure of
New York's musicals and feeds on local culture. The
Company looks for realistic themes which are close to

b (B

VMTheatre Company

contemporary life from a humanistic point of view. It is
especially interested in working and developing with
young artists in music, dance, literature and theater
in the hope of helping to contribute to the evolution of
Taiwan's own musical culture through exchanging views
and crossover collaborations.

The company expects the audience to witness a piece
of genuine human life, not merely a performance. As
the actors experience aspects of life through structured
speech, dance and music, the productions aim to become
an experience that is not only emotionally shared
between the performers and the audience, but actually
co-created by performer and audience member.
*VMTheatre Company is selected as NCAF 2021-2022
TAIWAN TOP Performing Arts Group.

VMTHEATRE COMPANY
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Profile

Director: Tseng Hui-Cheng

Born in Hsinchu, Taiwan, Tseng Hui-Cheng is now the artistic director
of musical troupe VMTheatre Company. He received degree from the
American Musical and Dramatic Academy (AMDA], NYC. Tseng developed
an interest in musical theatre performances when studying Music in Fu
Jen University. Encouraged by his mentor, Professor Giulia Wang, he went
to AMDA to study Musical Theater in 2002, and was admitted to NYC to
pursue a master’s degree in Musical Theater in 2004. He studied vocal
music from Brian Gill and musical theater from William Wesbrooks.

Tseng returned to Taiwan in early 2007 and founded VMTheatre Company
with his friends. He is adept at directing musicals with a theatrical
perspective, incorporating diverse storytelling elements by integrating
line reading with singing or blocking with dancing, which allows the non-
realistic structure of a musical to be presented through language and
blocking.

Librettist: Chan Chieh

Chan Chieh is a librettist for TV and theatre works, and is now the artist-
in-residence of National Theater & Concert Hall (2021-2022). Sponsored
by Asian Cultural Council (ACC), he left for New York for artist residency in
2018. His published play script includes The Last Night of Beauty Karaoke.
Theatre works include A Journey to Return, Homeless, Touching My Mind,
Women in the Rain, White Storyteller, Homecoming, and musicals The Last
Night of Beauty Karaoke and Don’t Cry, Dancing Girls. Film and Drama
productions include Boys Can Fly, Baby Daddy, Close Your Eyes Before It’s
Dark, A Boy Named Flora A, What the Hell is Love, and Your Name Engraved
Herein. Chan has been nominated for Best Playwright by the Golden Bell
Awards many times, and received Best Playwright for Boys Can Fly at the
49th Golden Bell Awards.

VMTHEATRE COMPANY

Photo by Liu Chen-Hsiang
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Profile

Music Director and Composer: Lee Che-Yi

From Kaohsiung, Lee Che-Yi has composed around 2,000 musical pieces
and arranged nearly 5,000 songs of various types. He has produced
approximately 110 albums and conducted more than 2,000 performances.
Lee has been nominated by the Golden Melody Awards 40 times and won
Best Composer at the 23rd Golden Melody Awards and Best Creation at the
27th Golden Melody Awards. He was awarded Best Annual Dance Music
Award by Hong Kong Dance Awards in 2015, won Best Classical Music
Album Award of China’s Top Ten Hot Records twice, and was one of the
finalists in the 2010 Chinese Golden Melody Award for the Best Classical
Music Album Award. He won the 3rd place in the 1999 International Jazz
Harp Competition, and was also the first Asian ever won in the 21-year
history of this competition.

Lee is now the music director and composer of One Song Orchestra, and
was the composer of National Chinese Orchestra Taiwan in 2016 and
the music director of the 28th, 29th and 30th Golden Melody Awards for
Traditional Arts and Music.

VMTHEATRE COMPANY
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Production Team

Director: Tseng Hui-Cheng
Librettist: Chan Chieh
Music Director and Composer: Lee Che-Yi

Arranger: Weng Wei-Han, Liu Hao-Hsu (Rocket88 Music Productions)

VMTHEATRE COMPANY

Performer: Peng Cha-Cha, Chang Fang-Yu, Chou Wan-Yi, Tseng Szu-Yu, Tseng Chih-Yuan and

special guests

Instrumental Performer: Kang Ho-Shiang

Stage Designer: Li Shih-Chi

Costume Designer: Chin Ping-Ping

Lighting Designer: Ho Ting-Tsung

Choreographer: Chang Ching-Chia

Sound Designer: Tony Yang

Visual Designer: Peggy Chen from Haospring Design
Stage Manager: Chang Ting-Ting

Stage Manager Assistant: Chou Chia-Lin, Duan Gong-Yun
Stage Technical Director: Lei Yang-Lung

Master Electrician: Weng Yi-Xuan

Director Assistant: Huang Yi-Hao

Rehearsal Assistant and Surtitles Operator: Yeh Hsiang-Ya
Assistant Stage Designer: Tsai Yin-Han

Assistant Costume Designer: Chau Tien-Cheng
Costumer: Lin Pei-Jun

Stage Crew: Lu Zhong, Hsieh Qing-Yu, Gao Tang-Jie, Zheng Wei-Zhi, Hong Zhi-Yu, Wu Yu-Ying
Lighting Crew: Huang Tien-Yuan, Huang Jing-Chun, Chen Yan-Xuan, Wang Guan-Xiang

Assistant Sound Editors: Lee Min-Chieh
Sound Effect Operator: Chu Luo-Cheng
Make-Up Executor: Chen Mei-Hsueh, Hsu Hui-Yu
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Production Team

Producer: Lin Yi-Heng

Assistant Executive Producer: Hsieh Jia-Hui

Company Administrator: Yeh Hsiang-Ya, Chu Luo-Cheng
Project Ticketing: Ling Yun-Chu

Graphic Photography: Lin Cheng-Yi

Marketing: Give meet five Ltd.

Stage Design and Execution: Ridge Studio Production and Design Co.

Lighting Engineering: Creative Performing Arts Co.
Sound Engineering: Rock Sound & Lighting
Keelung’s Photos credit to Lin Kuan-Xian

VMTHEATRE COMPANY
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The organizer reserves the right to make changes to the event
program. Changes will be announced on the website of Taipei
Performing Arts Center. All photos are authorized by the artists.

www.tpac-taipei.org



